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What is your mind and heart feeding on
throughout your day?  How might you hear God
speak to you each day?  To encourage you to live
a vibrant life with and for God and others, our
GVBC Discipleship Ministries is once again
hosting “Bread for the Journey” this Sunday,
November 6.

We are equipping God’s people to enjoy reading
God’s written word (the Bible) so as to encounter
the Living Word (our Lord Jesus).  We have
developed three ways for you to feed on spiritual
bread for your journey with Christ:  cultivate a
gentle, daily rhythm and lifestyle of Bible reading,
use a simple Bible Reading Guide to know what to
read, and share with a Companion on the Way as
to what God is teaching you.

We have been so encouraged to see GVBC’ers
growing as Christ’s disciples:

 As GVBC’ers start to read 1 of the Gospels,
they learn so much about the Lord Jesus that
they go on to read all 4 Gospels for the first
time.

 After some people enjoy the Gospels, they
then go on to read the rest of the New
Testament.

2)

How can I grow in God’s Word?

Chris Umetsu shows how to use
the Bible Reading Guide.
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 For the first time, people are capturing the
grand story of God’s redemptive work by
reading the whole Bible and experiencing
how incredible God is throughout history.

 A young adult couple who are dating
decided to read the Bible together to
strengthen their relationship’s foundation in
Christ.

 One Nisei woman tried the Bible Reading
Guide and enjoyed reading through the
Bible in one year so much that she is re-
reading God’s Word again this year.

 One man discovered a helpful Bible
Handbook at Bread for the Journey last time
and now enjoys how it has deepened his
understanding and love of God’s Word.

 Some brothers in Christ are being more
open and vulnerable with one another by
sharing their Bible journals as they testify of
biblical truths and personal applications with
their Community Groups and Companions.

We hope you will commit now in 2016 to begin
in January 2017 to feed on God’s Word as your
spiritual bread!  If you would like a free, newly
updated Bible Reading Guide, please contact
me at Annette@gvbc.net. Please join us this
Sunday in the Community Hall after both
services.  May you grow in the renewing of your
mind (Romans 12:1-2) in becoming more like
Christ as His disciple!

BREAD FOR THE JOURNEY 1)

Frank Nakamura explains
blessings of having spiritual
Bible companions.

Wendy Hirano explains how
to use a Bible.

(L) Tammy Cosare, Florence
Hayashi, Rodney Kagawa, and
Tak Shimazaki:  Community Group
Leaders and members reading in
community.

Come explore the many Bible
options to choose from!

NOTE:  Photos are from the 2014 Bread for the Journey
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ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, COMMUNITY HALL

We will be voting on the Board of Deacon nominees, and the 2017 Budget. Bring your own sack lunch OR
purchase a plate lunch from California Rice Center which includes:

Teriyaki Chicken
Salmon
Kimpira
Rice
Piece of Pie

Deadline to order is Sunday, Nov. 6
Cost: $7
Signup flyers in the Narthex information counter.

Gardena Valley Baptist Church
2017 Board of Deacons Nominees

WES HARADA – VICE MODERATOR (2017-2019)
Wes has been attending GVBC since the mid 1960’s when his family moved to Gardena from  Los
Angeles. He first came to church as a visitor with his parents, Ted and Masako. They had been
attending a church in Hollywood, a long distance from their new home. After a few visits, it was
decided that GVBC was the best fit. Wes met his wife, Natalie, at Mt. Hermon and they have been
married for 36 years. They have three adult children; Loni, Loren and Lyle. They live in Torrance and
enjoy being close to the beach. Wes is actively serving on the Finance Committee and previously

served on the GVBC Board as Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer. He enjoys serving at GVBC especially in ways that
allow others to be comfortable and focus on God. Wes currently works as a supervisor for a loan servicing company in
Anaheim Hills. He has over 20 years’ experience in banking as a branch manager, financial services manager and
consumer loan officer. He enjoys being outdoors and spends time working in the garden and spending time at the beach.
He says "We need to appreciate the natural beauty of the world we live in. It is God's creation and we need to respect
and take care of it.” One of his favorite blessings was being baptized at Torrance Beach by Reverend Hirose. Although
he was raised in Gardena, Wes has been listening to Hawaiian music since high school and enjoys the culture and
beauty of the islands thanks to Natalie and her ohana.

REX HAYASHI — ASSISTANT TREASURER (2017-2019)
Rex had previously served as Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer during the recession years when GVBC was
negotiating the new building loan. Since 1987 he has been involved in various ministries at GVBC including
small groups, teaching, and operating multi-media and video during worship services. Rex has been married to
Linda for almost 30 years and they are the proud parents of adult daughters, Tina and Grace. God has blessed
Rex with a career as a software/system engineer at Boeing for the past 33 years.

TERESA LOUIE — MEMBER-AT-LARGE (2017-2019)
Teresa started attending GVBC in the primary grades. She stopped attending GVBC in high school but had a
desire to come back when looking for a church to be married. She is married to Bill and has three children –
Traci, Allison and Joshua. Teresa is an only child and has both parents living with her and her family. Teresa
and Bill are retirees from Northrop Grumman and enjoy going to ball games; fishing, whether it’s at
Mammoth or Alaska; and occasional traveling. She is a longtime fan of the Dodgers and Lakers but mostly
enjoys watching Josh play his various sports. She is the F.O.R. tournament head coordinator for her son’s
grade level and has been on the GVBC Golf Committee since 2007. She has participated on worship teams
with Rick Nakayama’s group and is a long time participant with Cyril Nishimoto’s small group as well as

being a part of GVBC’s Nursery Ministry. She is active in singing in a women’s choir and enjoys being a part of a ladies
quartet performing with her best friends.

YOSHIKO OGATA — MEMBER-AT-LARGE (2017-2019)
Yoshiko has been attending GVBC since 1962. She attends Nichigobu (Japanese speaking service) and
was also a member of the English choir. She and her husband live in Torrance. Her daughter, who grew
up at GVBC, now lives in the Bay Area with her husband and their two kids. Currently Yoshiko is in charge
of the Ladies’ Group, planning events for the church. Her passion for music also involves her time in the
Japanese Auditoria Chorus Group "Messiah," preparing for the Christmas concert in December.
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MINAKO FUJIMOTO, JEMS COORDINATOR (JNC)
As JEMS Nichigo Coordinator (JNC), GVBCer Minako Fujimoto had a busy summer of ministry. In
August, she taught six-and-seven-year olds at a Japanese VBS. The students learned the “Lord Is My
Shepherd” Psalm 23. Minako requests prayer for the children who attended.

Also on August 10 — 12, Minako attended the JEMS Warm Beach Christian Conference, JXJ camp,
held in Washington. Every year, many unsaved Japanese attend the camp and this year was no
different. About 25 unsaved young people came and some accepted Christ in their small groups.

Minako also attended an East Coast Family Camp sponsored by ten east coast churches (which have
Japanese ministries) along with two other Japanese ministries. Although she didn’t know anyone, God
provided her with many new friends from her small group and at meal times.

In the future, she would like to meet more people from other Japanese churches across the U.S. At the 2016 JEMS Mt.
Hermon Summer Conference, Minako was among 45 people in the Nichigo section. About 16 were new. Along with the
others from Nichigo, Minako experienced blessings from God at the conference.

The fall started off with the JEMS 66th Anniversary Luncheon in Pasadena on September 24. There were 230 in
attendance.

As Minako looks ahead to a new year just around the corner, she plans to attend the following upcoming events:

 16th RJC International Conference

 Stand Women’s Conference on February 16-18 at Calvary Chapel in La Habra

 And a ministry event on February 25 at Wintersberg Presbyterian Church.

Minako requests prayer for the following:

 God’s continued blessings on the unsaved.

 Nichigo networking to spread in the U.S.

 A short-term missions team would be raised up to send to Japan.

 Sufficient financial support for Minako as she serves in her job as JNC.

OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEWS 28:19

JIM & LETA VAN METER, PARACLETE MISSION GROUP
Jim Van Meter recovered from the heart attack he had in August 2015. After the attack, he received
single bypass heart surgery. Jim knows, since God spared him, his work on earth is not fully realized
yet. After having come face-to-face with his mortality, Jim realizes he is now in what Bobby Clinton
refers to as the “afterglow phase” of life and ministry. The “afterglow phase” is the final
developmental phase which determines how a leader finishes. In order to finish strong in one’s life
and ministry, the leader must be engaged in the following five essentials:

1. PERSPECTIVE allows the leader to anticipate and prepare for the final years.
2. REPEATED FRESH TIMES OF RENEWAL WITH GOD. Also, the leader needs to be reminded of God’s love for His

children.
3. DISCIPLINES IN CRUCIAL AREAS. These areas keep the leader growing. There is also a growth of intimacy with

God, the Father.
4. AN ONGOING LEARNERS POSTURE. Countering the temptation to plateau; this stance promotes ongoing growth.
5. MENTORS. The leader learns from both living and historical mentors who have gone on before him/her.

Please pray for Jim on the same issues which he is praying for himself. Pray he will listen well to the voice of the Lord for
His leading in order to faithfully move on and finish well. Pray he will fully experience the promises of Psalm 92:12-15:

The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon; planted in the house
of the Lord, they will flourish in the courts of our God. They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay
fresh and green, proclaiming, ‘The Lord is upright, he is my Rock and there is no wickedness in him.’

“Thank you for praying for God’s unfolding direction in this season,” writes Jim and for Leta too.
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO
Mary Nakaoka and family in the passing of her beloved sister, Alice Nakamura. The graveside service was held on
Saturday, October 29 at Green Hills Cemetery. Pastor Daniel Matsuda officiated.

Jan Magnani and family in the passing of Jan’s beloved mother-in-law, Lydia Magnani, who passed away on Friday,
October 28. The funeral will be held on Saturday, November 12, 3:00 p.m. at GVBC. Pastor Daniel Matsuda will officiate.

Henry Karatsu and family in the passing of his beloved wife, Midori. A graveside service will be held on Saturday,
November 12, 11:00 a.m. at Green Hills Cemetery. Pastor Daniel Matsuda will officiate.

Tan & Evalene Lam and family in the passing of Tan’s father, Muoi Lu, who passed away on October 31 in San Gabriel.

LETTERS TO OUR FAMILY
Dear GVBC Family: Thank you so much for the beautiful leis and bouquet of flowers that were given to my family in
memory of my Mom and Dad. We have appreciated all the prayers and words of comfort during this time and have felt
God's peace. With appreciation and love,
Jan Magnani Family

Dear GVBC Ohana, MAHALO NUI LOA for all of your prayers, flowers, cards and words of encouragement as we learn
to live without my mom. Although our hearts ache from her passing, we rejoice in knowing she is with our Heavenly
Father and we will one day be reunited. The outpouring of love we have received is a huge help as we navigate this new
journey in our life. With Aloha, Bob & Tammy Cosare

Dear Pastors Steve, James, Annette, and Layne and Staff and GVBC Family. Thank you so very much for continuing to
keep James in your prayers and providing great support to him through your visits at Torrance memorial Medical Center
ICU, Progressive Care Unity and at Heritage Rehab Center. To our pastors, James and I want to reach out and give you
all great big warm hugs and thanks for coming to his bedside to pray with us and to laugh with us. There’s something
about laughter that heals us from inside. It is great therapy!  Thank you Pastor James and Yuko for sending us emails
and especially forwarding the picture of Noah!  We really enjoy watching him grow — he is so cute! And a really warm
thank you for the beautiful orchid arrangement you sent. GVBC family, would you believe it’s still surviving?  The colors
are so vibrant and pretty. It gives James’s room a lift and he knows you’re all thinking of him when he sees this beautiful
arrangement. James is progressing  every week and we can tell he’s much stronger. God has truly been watching over
him and keeping me safe, too. I thank he Lord for all of you and keep you in our prayers, too. Giving all praise and glory
to Jesus. Gratefully, Yuri Ogawa

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE
BY PAUL HIRANO, O.D., CHAIRMAN

By now, many of you have seen the Profile online on www.gvbc.net. It has been distributed to
several area seminaries, the American Baptist Churches network, JEMS, nationwide ministry
registers and individuals. If you know of a good candidate this is the time to direct him to our
website. There he can read the Profile and download an application. We have received
inquiries and resumes and are following up with them. We are also continuing to meet to build
our interview process. We want to make sure the questions we ask and the topics covered
will address the concerns of GVBC. There were several areas which were highlighted in the
survey as things our church deems important. We are seeking a pastor who is a Nurturing
Shepherd. He should be concerned with the Spiritual Growth of our Congregation. He must
Preach the Word strongly and clearly. Our new Senior Pastor will need to Develop Leaders
and have a heart for Ministry Beyond our Walls.

We continue to be in close contact with Sam Chetti, the Executive Pastor and CEO of the
American Baptist Churches of Los Angeles, Southwest & Hawaii. He has been guiding us
through this process and will continue to do so. We will be careful in our selection process
and have faith we will be led to the pastor that the Lord has chosen for us. As we go forward
in this critical time, I would ask each of you to continue to remember us in prayer each day at
noon and that your church group would pray for the search process at each of your meetings.
Our new pastor is out there somewhere. Please remember to pray for him too.

Paul S. Hirano, O.D.

(L) Eltheia Shiozaki, TJ Yee,
Richard Imatomi, Amy Kushi-
gemachi, Jim Kawashima,
Paul Hirano, and Minako
Fujimoto



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR
WORK DAY
Saturday, November 5, 8:00 a.m. We start with wake-up
coffee and donuts. No experience needed to help with minor
repairs, landscaping maintenance and cleaning. All ages are
invited. Come when you can, leave when you must.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
Sunday, November 6. Fall BACK one hour.

BREAD FOR THE JOURNEY
Sunday, November 6, Community Hall after both worship
services. [See page 1]

SPECIAL SPEAKER & WORKSHOP
Sunday, November 6, Beau Crosetto will be a guest speaker
for both worship services. Beau is the author of “Beyond
Awkward”. After 2nd service, there will be a free lunch
followed by a workshop from 1:00 — 2:30 p.m. You MUST
sign up to attend this lunch/workshop. Email Cindy Matsuda
at hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com. Deadline to sign up is
Friday, November 4, at 7:30 PM.

JAPANESE AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION (JABA)
FREE LEGAL CLINIC
Saturday, November 12, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. Do you have
legal questions?  We can help with legal matters concerning:
family, contracts, consumer, immigration, estate planning, and
more. Japanese translation available. No appointments
accepted. This Free Legal Clinic is hosted by
Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angele Asian Americans Advancing
Justice-LA and the GVBC Neighborhood Ministry
and in cooperation with Consulate General of Japan

ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING
Sunday, November 13. We will be voting on the new Board
members and the 2017 budget. [See page 2 for more details]

POPCORN & A MOVIE
Saturday, Nov. 19, 1:00 — 3:30 p.m., Community Hall. Come
to a free showing of “God’s Not Dead 2”. Bring your friends
and enjoy popcorn and a movie.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD GIFT BOXES
Sunday, November 20 we will collect your gift box(es) during
the worship services. Pack a shoebox gift for a child!  In
recent years, filled shoeboxes from GVBC have been
received in Panama, the Philippines, and Peru. What to do:
 Get a shoebox. A limited number of free red/green boxes

are available in the Narthex. Or, you can use your own or
purchase a plastic shoebox, which turns into a useful gift
afterwards.

 Fill your box. Toys, hygiene items and school supplies
are recommended, plus a “wow” toy such as a doll,
soccer ball with pump, or stuffed animal.

 Pray for the child who will receive your gift. You may
include a personal note and photo if you desire.

 Donate $7 to send your gift overseas.
Their website www.samaritanspurse.org/occ has additional
information, videos, and if desired, you can even track the
destination of your box by printing a Follow Your Box label.
Let’s again bless hundreds of children with a box this
Christmas season!

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY
Sunday, November 20. Both services in the Community Hall.
Come to our Thanksgiving Sunday service to hear how God 6

has blessed those in our congregation this past year during
our open-mic session of the service. Also, we will be
collecting your Operation Christmas Child gift boxes during
both worship services.

OFFICE CLOSED
Thursday & Friday, November 24 & 25, Thanksgiving holiday

WORK DAY & CHRISTMAS DECORATING
Saturday, November 26, starting at 8 a.m.

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Sunday, November 27

HOLIDAY CONCERT BY WENDY KATAGI
Sunday, Nov. 27, Sanctuary, 3:00 — 4:00 p.m. The
Evangelism Committee is hosting this free concert so you can
invite your friends and family to an uplifting holiday concert
with Tom Zink, Scott Kushigemachi and Wendy & Hannah
Katagi. Save the date!

ALL-CHURCH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS POTLUCK
Sunday, December 4, Community Hall. More info to follow.

ANGELS’ BREAKFAST
Saturday, December 10, 9:00 — 11:30 a.m. For nursery
through Kindergarten and their families. Breakfast, family
picture, drama, craft, and more!  More info to follow.

CLASSES OFFERED AT GVBC
Sunday, December 4, 12:30 p.m.
101 Class, Membership and Baptism. For high school age
and up. For those seeking information about GVBC and who
would like to become a member and/or be baptized.
201 Class, Designed to help you develop spiritual maturity.
401 Class, Redefining My Life’s Mission. Teaches you how
to redefine your life’s mission and how you can live as a
witness to Christ.
Baptism Sunday will be on January 1, 2017.
A light lunch is provided before each class. Register by
checking off the appropriate box on the back of your
Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or e-mail her
at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the subject line].

POINSETTIA DECORATING
Saturday, December 17, 8:00 a.m. Everyone welcome to
come and help decorate our church with poinsettias. No
experience needed.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION SERVICES
Sunday, December 18, 8:45 and 10:45 a.m., Community Hall.
Advent Conspiracy offering will be collected.

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES
Saturday, December 24, 6:00 p.m. includes children’s story,
11:00 p.m. includes communion.

CHRISTMAS DAY FAMILY SERVICES
Sunday, December 25, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m., Community Hall.
No Sunday school. Everyone will join together.

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, December 26.

GVBCLIVE NEW YEAR’S EVE
Saturday, December 31, 10:00 p.m. to midnight, Sanctuary.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, November 16 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, November 13.

PARKING AROUND GVBC
Just a reminder there is no parking at Pacific Square. There are newly posted
signs and you may be towed. There is ample parking at Union Bank on
Sundays only (corner of 158th & Western), our Denker parking lot, or street
parking (please be kind to our neighbors by not block their driveway).

GVBC HOME FOR RENT
3-bedroom, 2-bath, all hardwood floors, in Gardena near Pacific
Square. Includes stove. $2,200/month. Available in January 2017.
Call Wendy Nakano (310) 323-5683, ext. 672.

GARDENA FOOD PANTRY

We will continue to collect donations for the Gardena Food Pantry during the months of
November & December.

Please place your donated items in the brown box in the Narthex. A complete list of most
needed items is available on the Narthex counter.

PLEASE WATCH EXPIRATION DATES!

We also accept monetary donations. Please make checks payable to GVBC with “Food
Pantry” in the memo line.

Thank you for your donations to our community.



┌ ┐

Gardena Valley Baptist Church
1630 W. 158th Street
Gardena, CA  90247-3712

Phone (310) 323-5683
Website www.gvbc.net
E-mail gvbc@gvbc.net
Twitter http://twitter.com/gvbc
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GVBC Pastoral Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor

BRAD TOY College-age Director

LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator

EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator

LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6/COMMUNION
Both services in the Sanctuary
Special Speaker: Beau Crosetto
“Waiting for a Witness”

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13
Opportunities and Openness: SALT
Brad Toy

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20
Thanksgiving Sunday

Sermon Series: Hope for the World

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27
First Sunday of Advent
Hope of the World
Pastor Chris Koga

Autumn Worship Schedule


